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January 28, 2021 

 

Dear Western Parents,  

 

It has already been three weeks since our holiday break. As was 

typical in 2020, we are learning to make adjustments on the fly and do 

the best we can for the students in our school district. There are a few 

important items I would like to share that could impact you and your 

child.   

 

The first item involves the vaccination of Western employees and the 

impact on school days. Western had over 200 employees get their first 

dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on January 18th (MLK Day). By sheer 

luck, our first dose was scheduled on a non-school day. However, the 

second dose had to be scheduled three weeks after the first dose. Due 

to the large number of staff getting the second dose and the potential 

side effects during the 24 hours that follow, February 8th & 9th will 

be virtual days for all Western students. Your child’s teacher will 

provide further details as those days draw near. 

 

The second item is in regard to quarantining students and staff due to 

exposure to COVID 19. After numerous conversations with the 

Jackson County Health Department (JCHD), it has been decided that 

Western will follow the 14 day quarantine guideline. There was some 

discussion on using negative COVID tests after day 5 for people to 

return, but after further discussion we are staying consistent and using 

the 14 day quarantine period.  

 

In addition, an antibody test will not be used to avoid a 14 day 

quarantine. The only exception allowed to avoid the 14 day quarantine 

after being exposed to COVID is if that person tested positive for 

COVID (rapid tests are not permitted for this exception) in the 

previous 90 days. Until we are otherwise informed by the JCHD, even 

people who have received both doses of the vaccine are subject to a 14 

day quarantine. This may change in the near future, but for now this is 

the protocol that is being followed. 

  

Thank you again for your continued patience and understanding.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Smajda 

Superintendent   

 

 


